Hostelling International - Michigan Council Minutes
May 10, 2011 – Borders Books, Rochester Hills, MI

Members in Attendance: Michael Dwyer, Michael Willihnganz, Mollika Basu Biernat, Jay Biernat, Sonya Julie, Phillip DeBlock, Matt Forster, Linda Gamage

Special Guests: Kevin Ward – Detroit Hostel Director, Kristen Myers – Paint Creek Trailways Manager

Meeting called to order at 7:10 by Michael Dwyer

[bookmark: _GoBack]Phil DeBlock moved to approve the April meeting minutes.  Mike Willihnganz seconded.  The motion was approved unanimously.

All are encouraged to attend both the regional and national meetings in Chicago.  Travel should be booked on your own.  If attending National, it should be booked by May 20 with HI for the discounted rate.  Please let Michael know if you plan to attend. 

Kevin Ward presented information about the Detroit Hostel that opened mid April.  It has been very successful so far.  300-400 people attended the opening.  They had a full house last weekend.  The hostel is run by volunteers but they are looking for a manager.  They are also looking for a grant to support the manager.  They want the hostel to be a cultural hub.  They have volunteer ambassadors to show visitors around the city.  Bikes were donated for rental at the hostel.  It was suggested that we cross promote events for each other.

Kristen Myers presented information about the Girls Scout program.  There was discussion about modifying the quiz she gives the Scouts to include questions that would fulfill the HI criteria to obtain “touches.”  1500.00 was presented to Paint Creek Trailways Commission for use to enhance and promote the Girl Scout program.

Paddle to the Symphony is scheduled for June 24th.  Mike and Wendy Willihnganz are working with Al Heavner to organize.

We will be looking into either July 16th or 30th as dates for the annual meeting.

Matt Forster is putting together the newsletter.  Proposed articles are:
· Hostel Detroit – Mollika
· PCTC Girl Scout Program/Grant – Linda
· Paddle to the Symphony – Mike W.
· OOSTF article – Michael D.
Other suggestions for the newsletter – links and meetup information, social media information, web sites…

If you haven’t already, please contact Mollika if you are planning to attend the National meeting.
Philip DeBlock moved to allow Michael Dwyer to appoint an alternate to vote at the National meeting if necessary.  Mike W. seconded the motion.  It was unanimously passed.  

Sonya Julie provided the Treasurer’s Report.

Michael D. announced that the MI council now has two votes.

Sonya Julie presented the letter that came from the Bluebonnet council requesting a donation for hostel development.  Phil moved to donate 1200.00.  Sonya seconded.  There was discussion and the motion was tabled.

Mollika volunteered to “vet” future hostel donation requests and develop some standards.  

We have contracted, and paid Network Solutions to be our web provider for the next 5 years.  

The Potomac area letter was discussed.

Meeting adjourned at 9:35pm.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by Linda Gamage
